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STATEMENT OF HON. OTTO KRUEGER,
A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Before the
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

at 10:00 a. m., June 10, 1957,

in Room 1302

on the
Williston, North Dakota
Municipal Facilities

* • • *
Mr. Chairman, I wish to give my views in support of modification of the
Missouri River Basin project to enable the payment of compensation of all damages
to, or for any relocation and reconstruction by the United States of, certain
municipal facilities of the City of Williston, North Dakota, because of the
construction of the Garrison Dam and Reservoir on the Missouri River.
Such modifying language appears on Page 35, lines 5 to 18, of

s.

497, as

passed by the Senate.
The Garrison Dam and Reservoir project· is now in its final stages of
completion.

The huge reservoir will have a capacity of 23, 000, 000 acre-feet; the

hydroelectric plant is designed to have a generating capacity of 400, 000 kilowatts.
Operation of the reservoir at the authorized elevation of 1, 850 feet will
adversely affect, seriously impair, and render inoperable certain municipal
facilities of the City of Williston, located 189 river miles above the dam.
Although settlement of other municipal damages has been reached, no
satisfactory offer of compensation for damages to, or for the replacement and
relocation of, the municipal water treatment plant, the raw water intake, and a
water transmission line has been made to the City by the Corps of Engineers.
(More)
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Statement of Cong. Krueger on Williston Municipal Facilities
Because of the 1, 850-foot reservoir level, a levee will be constructed to
protect the southern area of the City.

It is here where the water plant is located.

After construction of the dike the plant will then be situated behind the same,
The water level in the reservoir will be as high as, and at times 20 feet
higher than, the floor of the clear well under the present filters in the water plant.
This would create a dangerous and an untenable situation.
The threat of impure river water entering the facility as seepage through
cracks, defects, or construction faults is much too great for the City to assume.
Moreover, the North Dakota health department has officially notified the City that
it will not give approval for any expansion of the present water plant to meet future

needs while so located behind the levee.

The U.

indicated its agreement with this position.

s.

Public Health Service has

Both agencies recommend the removal

to higher ground.
Construction and operation at the maximum capacity of the Garrison project
requires the removal and relocation at a point 4-1/2 miles farther upstream of the
City's raw water intake.

This will have the effect of moving the Missouri River -

the City's inexhaustible water supply - the same distance away from Williston.
Such additional distance will incur large additional costs for a relocated water line,
relocation of the electrical transmission line to serve the relocated facilities, as
well as many other direct and indirect costs.
The City's engineers have estimated that the cost of replacing the present
water plant which will become useless, the cost o.f relocating and replacing the
raw water intake and related facilities, together with a relocated and adequate
water transmission line from the point of such new intake will be somewhere
between $1, 650, 000 and $Z. 000, 000.
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of

Cong. Krueger ~n Willistoh Municipal

Facilities

It is the contention of the people in Williston; with
that the

which l

am in agreethent,

u. s. Government should make the community whoie because of a:hy

damages ·s ustained and costs which it will be necessary to incur due to the
construction and operation of the Garrison Dam and Reservoir project.
I sincerely and respectfully request that your Committee authorize the
payment .o f whatever funds are necessary to adequately and fully compensate the
City of Williston for damages it may sustain and money it will have to expend
because of the construction of the Garrison project.
Thank you.
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